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there were two serious plots in 1898 and 1899, aimed at a.
coup d'etct. The last, in August 1899. involved all the leading
Monarchists. Bonapanisis and anri-Dre}iusards3 including
Deroulede of Boulangist fame. It is probable that the most seri-
ous threat came in the familiar form of chronic ministerial
crisis and parliamentary instability. Mr. Roger Soltau's sum-
mary is relevant:
No less than three crises appear to us to have threatened the essen-
tials of the existing order. The first of these was the elections of 1898:
had the Conservatives gained a few seats, instead of losing a few, no
Radical majority became possible; the Chamber \vould have toler-
ated none but cabinets in which the Catholic element preponderated
and the Rennes court martial would either never have taken place
or would have been followed by the maintenance of reactionary
officers at the head of the army. ... The same danger appeared on the
fall of the Dupuy Cabinet in June 1899: had the Socialists then made
impossible the formation of a Left Coalition Ministry .... the forces
of the Right could have formed another coalition which might have
made a successful appeal to a still uncertain public opinion. Finally,
had Waldeck-Rousseau and his friends, because of the smallness of
their majority and the apparent precariousness of their tenure, been
timid and hesitant hi their policy, refrained from arresting the
August conspirators, from making sweeping changes in the General
Staff and from boldly taking measures of 'Republican defence* in the
following months, reaction might well have remained strong enough
to make a successful appeal in the elections of 1902.
But these successive political crises were safely overcome,
partly by good fortune and partly because of the change in
public opinion and the skill of Waldeck-Rousseau. The com-
bination of Radicalism and Socialism, symbolized by Waldeck-
Rousseau and Jaures, turned the tide in favour of the ideals of
the revolutionary tradition, of which both formed an integral
part.1
The Great War did much to reconcile Army and nation. The
pre-war tendency to install an anti-militarist at the Ministry of
War, which had been prompted by the experience of Boulanger
1 Cf. Urbain Gohier: UArmee contra la Nation (1899), and the
account in Roger Soltau: French Political Thought in the Nineteenth
Century (1931), Chapter XI.